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Seventy thousand workers, Italian workers, belonging to Catholic Action, listened with bated
breath, when among other things, the Pope said, “Let’s look at things practically and without covering
anything. The worker claims that his income does not correspond to his needs. No one more than the
Church has demanded and defended the just demands of the worker, but is the mentioned inadequacy
of pay and therefore a shortage always due only to an insufficient pay? Doesn’t it also point to a growth
of needs. Unquestionably there are needs which must be definitely satisfied. To these belong food,
clothing, housing, the raising of children and suitable rest for soul and body. There is absolutely no
doubt that the amount of payment and earnings which, the father of the family or the grown children,
bring home once a month or once a week is a very important matter.

It is a matter of no less importance to properly use that earned money for the essential needs of
the family. It is by far an important matter that the lady of the house knows well how to manage a
household. The happiness of the household is determined not only by money, but also by the proper use
of knowledge, physical health, especially that of the mother and the children and the healthy and clean
maintenance of the home. One of the most important goals of these Acts is the formation of workers in
the true Christian spirit, so that they will be an example to others at work, each in his own sphere, so
that thus enlightened through their religion, they would know how to compromise the defense if their
economic interests with the demands of justice and at the same time with the sincere desire of
cooperating with other layers of society for the renewal of the entire life of society in the Christian
spirit.”

Now listen and judge whether the Pope is an enemy of the worker. The United Press wired that
on June 29, 1948 Pope Pius XIl in a special audience received five hundred Italian workers who belong to
a Communist organization. In his address to them, the Pope said, “Revenge and hatred are not Christian
weapons, but prayer and love of neighbor are, even love of our enemy.” The Holy Father advised these
Communist workers to introduce strong and healthy reforms of society which would thereby enable all
people who work to live in harmony and peace. This audience was arranged through the endeavors of
Catholic Action.

On October 31, 1948, the Pope again welcomed a huge pilgrimage of a thousand Italian workers
from Turin, from the famous automobile factories of Fiat. The Pope explained — “The Church, in its social
teachings, has always insisted upon the required respect for the inner dignity of man. The Church
demands a just wage for workers. It demands giving him efficient help in his material and spiritual
problems. Whatever may be the reason for this worry, if it isn’t this, that a worker is a human being and
that his work cannot be considered as goods to be sold. It is exactly these “reformers of the world, who
consider the care of the workers’ interests as their exclusive monopoly and they declare that their
program is the one, true social program. They are the ones who actually treat the creative abilities of the
worker as a commercial article which capitalism and the State arbitrarily dispose of.”

The Pope also emphasized that the Church firmly rejects all forms of totalitarian states which
fashion their workers as well as their citizens into plain prisoners. With the sixteenth century, the fall of
the working class began. Nations moved by pagan principles, began to turn away from their religious
unity. The leaders of countries tried to gag the lips of the Church and they limited the activity of the
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Church to the sacristy. Countries took upon themselves the duty of normalizing the matters of society.
They boldly called these times The Era of Turning Back. The worker, already not sure of tomorrow, was
delivered up as prey to abuse and exploitation, misery and hunger in the case of sickness, old age or lack
of work. The work itself was no longer the work of a living, feeling person, but it became a commodity.
Then, in order to insure justice for themselves, they created so-called war like organizations whose
motto was — Battle for life and death.

True, there were some countries, and fortunately the United States was among them, who
finally opened their eyes and began to forge laws to regulate disorders and deficiencies in the economic
structure of society, but this matter moved at a snail’s pace amid stormy happenings and never ending
troubles and strikes.

The Church is concerned that the pay of the worker should be sufficiently just, because then the
mother can stay at home and she can more conscientiously take care of the children and the household
for then the under age children do not need to go to work. Finally, with the end of misery, morality
grows and is strengthened.

It is natural and an understood matter that the Church must recommend prudence. By
presenting their affairs to the imprudent, the workers can only harm themselves, as they already
actually did harm themselves. One must always be careful of conditions and circumstances. For
example, what would happen if farmers only wanted to work eight hour days in spring, summer and
autumn? What would happen if a professor was forced to lecture eight hours daily? He would break
down and get sick.

The Church, based on principles of justice, demands the shortening of the work day, the
convenience of the conditions of work, the raising of wages to a fair height and moral and material
protection for the worker and is family.
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January 23, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

| return to the second part of that gracious letter that was sent to me by that not-so-gracious
man in Chicago. “The greatest majority of your believers are poor people, workers who must fight for
their very existence and fate every day. A great percentage of priests come from working families. In
spite of that fact, what has this Church done for the working class and their families? Have the clergy, in
general and the Polish clergy in particular ever fought in defense of laws for the working class? Instead
of doing something, you tell these workers to suffer patiently and to continue living in misery. Naturally,
you tell them to pray and to await the mercy of some kind of God. The rich people and the capitalists
mercilessly exploit this class of mistreated workers and instead of standing in their defense, instead of
explaining to them their rights, you tell them to await their just reward in the next life. The working class
has certain legitimate rights to a just share in the profits. You do not agree to that; you condemn every
movement of organizations of workers to free themselves from the strongly united millionaire
capitalists.”

| am not adding any more arguments of that totally unwanted lawyer for the working class.
However, | remember how in the first part of his intellectual scribbling, he bragged about his lack of
faith in God and in the honesty of people and that in his life he is only guided by honor. Until now
suddenly his overworked brain did a somersault and he becomes the obstinate defender of this simple
and uneducated and credulous worker. This is what he now calls himself. A miraculous change, you say,
and you are mistaken. This is no miracle. However, this only proves a lack of logic, a lack of conviction, a
lack of truthfulness, a lack of historical knowledge and finally, a lack of simple, human honesty.

Personally, such attacks that are full of lies, insulting and slanderous, neither surprise me nor do
they frighten me. In this radio work, nothing discourages a person. If there are people who are so
honorable that they can arrogantly blaspheme God, and they allow themselves to do so professionally,
as though by vocation, then, we can all the more expect them to turn their filthy tongues, and their
poisonous pens against the Church and against the clergy. Itis impossible to deny that such constant,
embittered attacks are very dangerous and very harmful. These pave the way to communism, which on
its list of enemies, has placed religion in a prominent place and therefore, everything else that has any
kind of connection with religion. From this point, | begin my talk.

RELIGION — A SOCIAL QUESTION

Before the coming of Christ on earth, the pagans considered work to be an unjust burden; they
avoided work, they despised work and under various pretenses, they excused and freed themselves
from work. They put all the work into the hands of servants and on the backs of slaves. Every able-
bodies person spent all of his time in the market place, in the amphitheater doing nothing, or as we say,
killing time.

Finally, Christ came, and with Christ came a new teaching. Our Savior taught not only by words,
but also by actions. Christ encouraged people to work. When, on a certain occasion he called out
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reproaching workers who were standing by idle — “Why are you standing by idle all day long?” He was
addressing everyone who did not have, and didn’t have a willingness to work. In order to make the duty
of work even more emphatic and to strongly encourage people to work, our Savior chose a craftsman, a
carpenter for his foster-father and He himself worked as a carpenter until he reached the age of thirty.
He devoted the last three years to the arduous work of a missionary and a teacher in order to show and
prove to the people of the world, that every kind of work, whether it is physical or mental is very needed
is noble and meritorious.

The Catholic Church cannot teach otherwise than its Divine Founder taught. That is why the
Church has always maintained and still maintains today that man is born to labor just as a bird is born to
fly. Alazy life, an inactive life is nothing other than a wasted life and someday we shall be questioned by
our Creator as to whether we used our strength and abilities properly. We will also have to give an
account of the time that was given to us so graciously to live and how and for what we had used it.

Let us recall our very first parents; despite the fact that God placed them in paradise, he
obligated them to do work. “The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to
cultivate and care for it.” It is true that at that time work was not as painful and difficult as it became
after the fall when our Creator exclaimed: “In toil you shall eat. In the sweat of your brow you shall eat
your bread.”

With these words God appointed in the very clearest words that man should gain his means for
a livelihood through heavy and difficult work. There is nothing that can excuse and free a man from
honest work except one exception only and that exception consists of a serious infirmity, a sickness.

We often hear how people talk. Here | am not speaking about people of advanced age, who
after many years of work and earning money by working and then retired on a pension. | have in mind
young people in their prime, who belong to the wealthy. Both types of work are needed, are profitable,
are praiseworthy and are noble. That physical work is needed in so clear and so understood, that no one
would dare to deny this fact. However, there are some people who argue that mental work is
superfluous; that only those who work with their hands benefit humanity. Therefore, the so-called
intellectuals, or that class of society which works mentally is not needed for they are parasites. This is
empty, absurd talk. Without intelligent professionals, we would have no progress nor would we have
any culture. We would be living like the wild tribes in the jungles.

For example, if it were not for the scholar who thought of and built the machine, if it were not
for the engineer who prepared a plan of work and oversees the work, there would not be those huge
factories those enormous workshops employ thousands of workers. If it were not for those who studied
and are skilled in agronomy, are skilled in the modern cultivation of fields, in bringing to perfection the
sowed seeds, our fields would yield us a lot less than it presently yields. Therefore, it is fair to say that to
produce this loaf of bread was needed not only the work of the farmer in the field, not only the baker in
the bakery, but at the same time, together with some professor at a university and the work of some
chemist in his laboratory. All of these are needed; the worker, the farmer, the teacher, the priest, the




image3.jpeg
doctor, the nurse, the civil servant. Without intellectual workers people would not be able to live like
human beings.

Both types of work are difficult. Work in a factory, in a mine or out on the docks is very hard
work, but the work of a doctor, an engineer or of any of the other intellectual workers is no lighter. One
must take into account all of the difficulties each intellectual encountered before he achieved his
position. Count up all the hours he spent over his books, then consider the cold and hunger of his
younger years which he spent in school far away from his parental home, then maybe you will admit
that these professions are toilsome and very difficult. It would be very unreasonable to insist that all
people should be engaged in physical labor. There must be a division of work and occupations. God
Himself so equipped the people that one can say he inclined them to some degree, giving them various
abilities and likings — “everyone has his own distinct gift from God” insists St. Paul. Then he continues —
“The eye cannot say to the hand ‘I don’t need you’ nor can the head say to the feet — I don’t need you.”

The question of pay or remuneration, is closely tied up with the quest for work. The pay is not
equal and cannot be equal. It depends upon many factors of which the main ones are: first — on the
difficulty and related danger, the higher pay should be given, for example, to the miner rather than to
him who pastes boxes together. Secondly, it depends on the time of preparation needed in order to do
this work. Someone who is qualified should receive a higher pay than someone, who without any sort of
education can perform that work. As an example, it is understood why a judge has a higher pay than a
policeman. A certain student compared the earnings of a bricklayer and a judge and was convinced that
it was only in their 45" year of life that their amount of pay evened out. Even though the judge had a
bigger pension, he only began his earnings when he was 25 years of age. Before that, he still had to pay
off all the costs of his education. On the contrary, the bricklayer already began earning money towards
his pension at the age of fifteen. Thirdly, depending upon their efficiency, a skilled worker should
definitely earn more money than one who is lazy and careless.

Now, to the very core of the question — “What is the attitude of the Church concerning the
question of laborers?” The socialists, the anarchists and the communists sing one and the same song
condemning the Church in this matter. The Church did not lift a finger, the Church doesn’t care, the
Church is the enemy of the laborer. These are exactly the accusations, word for word, made by my
correspondent.

It is a historical fact that in the Middle Ages, more or less from the year 800-1250, the Catholic
Church exerted such a great influence on the nations of Europe and the faith so permeated and was
such a deciding factor in all levels of society, that if the material well-being of the worker had the Church
as an opponent and an enemy, then the history of those times would have to show some sort of proof.
They searched for it fruitlessly and they are still searching.

This was written by Quetsh, an expert on workers affairs: “A worker of today would have to
work ten or twenty times more than a worker did in the Middle Ages in order to have enough money to
satisfy his daily needs and if he wanted to have as much as the worker in the Middle Ages.” “Why should
anyone wonder,” called out Scherer, “that the state of the worker in the fourteenth and fifteenth
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centuries was full of life, health and happiness? Today, in our families of the middle class, one cannot
find such an abundant table as was then common among the homes of even the most common
craftsmen. It was also necessary to resort to separate legal orders to put a stop to living above their
state, to put a stop to the splendor and luxury in dress as was happening among the people of the
working class.”

Even such a famous Socialist Kautzky admits that, “What today seems like a far-off ideal to a
worker, one that is very difficult to attain, about which he has to carry on a hard and stubborn battle
with a middle class, back in the dark Middle Ages it was a fact, a reality.” By the year 500, the worker at
his job exerted himself less, worked shorter hours and received better pay.

From this we learn that during the times of deep faith, the workers and their families were well
off. Maybe it will surprise you when | tell you that in the Middle Ages, there existed a certain type of
union of craftsmen for whom those times constituted the Golden Ages. They legally had a different
name. In English, they were called Guilds. A Guild is nothing other than a gathering of craftsmen,
created for the self-defense of all of one type of workers. Thus there was a guild of carpenters, a guild of
shoemakers, a guild of soap boilers and so on.

“The guilds of the Middle Ages, the Christian faith created were memorable institutions and
they were most tightly joined to the Church. Let us never forget that these guilds, besides their social
and economic activities, had humanitarian and social goals to fulfill and they were all Church
confraternities. In their membership booklet one reads: “These ties unite all to common work, not only
to bring order into one’s life through discipline and Christian love, but also for one’s sanctification. The
members of the guild work, for such is God’s will, for they want to have what is needed for life and so
that they would be able to share the fruits of their labor with the poor and those who are weak.”
Someone wrote that never before, nor after, did the workers, the farmer and the craftsmen have it so
good. Now let us return to the twentieth century.

Already in the year 1891, 58 years ago, Pope Leo XlIl wrote an encyclical to the entire Christian
world in which he is concerned exclusively with the affairs of the working class. In it the Holy Father
reminds governments and capitalists to become heartily involved in the affairs of workers and their
families. Since | had been discussing the matter widely and in great detail for the past several years,
today | am only going to name the main points.

The Holy Father demanded, and this with strong emphasis — shortening the work day; rest on
Sundays and solemn feasts; sensible rules by which, in his defense they took into consideration the
human dignity of the worker; such an arrangement of the factory and of the distribution of work so that
the worker was guaranteed protection for his life and his health; that the worker would receive a pay
that would guarantee him and his family not only a decent living, but that he would be able to save part
of his pay for later years, finally, the capitalists as well as the State should safe guard the worker in case
of s9ckness and old age and even make it easy for him to gain property. For the past 58 years the Church
has been demanding this for the working class and today the people of the working class are insisting
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upon it as their lawful right. Is it the fault of the Church that these demands of workers were not always
met?

At the same time, Christian national workers’ parties arose in various countries. These parties’
constitutions provided “Payment for work should be adequate to maintain life in a manner befitting the
dignity of man. The labor of experienced workers must be sufficient for the ample maintenance of their
families according to their state in life. Besides receiving their due pay, workers should also receive a
share in the profits of that business, as justice demands. The length of the work day cannot extend
beyond eight hours a day in any industrial business and also in communications. Work done after the
regular eight hours should be given double pay.”

Pius X, in his encyclical Quadragesimo Anno which he published in 1931, not only criticized, but
he openly condemned the injustice of the capitalist system and he called upon the capitalists to adapt a
just division of profits and income and to instantaneously give up all exploitation and abuse of the
strength, health and abilities of the workers. What else could the Popes do in this matter? They
continuously reminded people of the principles of social justice preached by Christ —“. . . the worker is
worthy of his food.” And “. . . for the worker is worthy of his pay. And “. . .“behold the pay you withheld
from the workers is shouting.”

Religion, the Church and the Popes have always waged a moral war in defense of the worker
and the matters of labor. We have facts and documents to prove this. Experts in social matters,
regardless of their religious affiliation, all agree on this.

The present Holy Father, Pope Pius XII never misses an opportunity to defend the working man.
On December 31, 1940, he said, “No one can deny that the present injustice of the system of
proportions maintained until now, especially in economics, is most adversely felt by the workers.” For
that reason, he recalls the principles of the Papal Encyclicals of 1891 and 1931, in reference to the use of
property, work and family in almost all of his talks to workers, for example on June 29, 1948 - because
workers are that chosen part of the Mystical Christ — the Church. Silence in these matters concerning the
wrongs that demand justice, the Holy Father considers sinful and totally unjustified before God.
Sketching the basic principles for Christian order in the world, with his intelligent concern he embraces
the worker and stands in defense of his dignity and rights such as his work entitles him to. He answers to
this personal duty of work, set upon him by nature and from it flows the natural right of every individual
so that the performance of this work would provide the means of lawful material maintenance, not only
for the worker himself but also for his family. The demand for family wages turns up constantly in the
talks of Pope Pius XII just as this was always reminded by his predecessors. Material goods should be so
spread out within society and so distributed so that every person had a responsible share in the wealth
and in this way fulfilled his family, social, moral and religious duties more easily and more effectively. “If
this type of division of goods would not be realized or would be introduced into life in an insufficient
manner, the true goal of a country’s economy would not be reached. Even if there was an abundance of
goods, the nation not called to have a share in it would not be economically rich, but poor.”




